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Environmental Sustainability Statement - Accommodation

Wolfson College has developed an environmental sustainability statement covering all managed
and controlled accommodation. We are committed to minimising our environmental impact by
reducing waste through clear recycling segregation across the estate, lowering energy use by
installing LED lighting wherever possible and fitting timers or automatic controls, and reducing
water consumption through low-flow showers and taps. We also support sustainable estates
practices, including responsible purchasing, environmentally sound refurbishments, and the use of
rainwater collection for grounds maintenance. These measures are delivered collaboratively by
staff, students and Fellows, with sustainability principles embedded in operational
decision-making throughout the College.

Sustainability Governance and Leadership

Sustainability activity at Wolfson College is guided by a Sustainability Committee, which meets
three times per year to oversee strategy, policy development and long-term planning. Operational
delivery is supported by a Sustainability Working Group, which meets as required to address
practical actions across the estate, accommodation and College services. This dual-structure
ensures both high-level oversight and day-to-day implementation.

The College also maintains a Sustainability Networks Hub to bring together staff, Fellows and
students interested in sustainability initiatives, and appoints a Student Green Officer who helps
promote sustainable behaviour within the student community and supports Green Impact work,
recycling initiatives and education campaigns.

Commitment to Continuous Improvement

Wolfson has a strong history of practical environmental achievements. The College has completed
all Green Impact workbooks up to Platinum level and has received multiple Green Impact
Excellence Awards for outstanding sustainability projects. These awards recognise the College’s
commitment to evidence-based improvements and to involving staff and students in meaningful
environmental action.

To support further progress, Wolfson regularly reviews resource use — including waste production,
energy consumption and water usage — and identifies opportunities to reduce environmental
impact through operational changes, refurbishments and behaviour-change initiatives. Clear
guidance is provided across the College to help members make sustainable choices in
accommodation, catering, transport alternatives and everyday living.
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Decarbonisation and Energy Reduction

Wolfson has adopted an ambitious Decarbonisation Plan targeting a 75% reduction in Scope 1
and Scope 2 emissions by 2030/31, measured against the 2015/16 baseline. To achieve this, the
College mustincrease its annual reduction rate to approximately 8% per year.

Progress toward this goal includes the continued rollout of LED lighting, installation of timers and
automatic lighting controls, improvements to insulation where feasible, and ongoing assessment of
opportunities for degasification, electric heating, renewable energy integration and other efficiency
measures. Energy monitoring is used to identify high-consumption buildings and guide
improvement plans.

Responsible Resource Use

Wolfson integrates sustainability considerations into major refurbishments, appliance purchases
and operational decision-making. This includes selecting energy-efficient equipment, using
sustainable or low-impact materials where feasible, and incorporating recycling, waste reduction
and water-saving measures into estate upgrades.

Recycling segregation is standard throughout accommodation and operational spaces. Low-flow
showers and taps are installed across the estate, leaks are repaired promptly, and water-efficient
appliances are preferred for replacements. Rainwater collection is used to support grounds
maintenance where practical and cost-effective.

Commitment to a Sustainable Future

Wolfson College is committed to maintaining and advancing high standards of environmental
stewardship across its accommodation and wider estate. Through structured oversight, community
participation, recognised achievements, and clear decarbonisation targets, the College continues
to integrate sustainability into everyday practice and long-term planning. This statement reflects
our ongoing dedication to reducing environmental harm and supporting a sustainable future for all
College members.

Darren Smith, Domestic Bursar, March 2025



