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College Research Associates - Annual Competition 2026
Further Particulars

1. The Competition

Wolfson College is keen to offer College affiliation to researchers within the University and associated institutions
who will actively engage with Wolfson’s vibrant postdoctoral multi-disciplinary community of researchers. In 2025
the College will offer up to 10 College Research Associate (CRA) positions awarded on the basis of open
competition. These are open to researchers in all subjects and disciplines, who are not currently an active Fellow
or affiliated to another Cambridge college but would welcome a College affiliation. Preference will be given to
those whose research is within the scope of one of our five Research Networks.

A CRA appointment is tenable for up to three years, or coterminous with any research post held, whichever is the
shorter period, and is non-renewable. Successful applicants will take up their membership from the 1 October 2026
or 1 January 2027, dependent upon appointment and funding.

2. Competition details

The timetable for the 2026 Competition is detailed in these notes. The College selects its CRAs taking the following
into account:

Only open to applicants currently working in CU Departments and Faculties or its associated institutions.
Minimum and initial tenure of one year, reviewed annually based on research and College contribution
Open to researchers in all subject areas

Only open to applicants with no other active college affiliation

After reviewing applications by a panel of Fellows from the Fellowship and Membership Committee, the College will
appoint up to 10 CRAs.

3. Financial Arrangements, Rights and Privileges

CRAs will not be elected to a Fellowship, and they do not attend Governing Body. CRAs are encouraged to participate
in College activities and may make full use of all the social facilities. CRAs receive an allowance of up to four meals in
each full term (either lunch, dinner or Formal Hall). CRAs may dine in College on additional occasions, and may bring
guests, at their own expense. Subject to availability of rooms, CRAs may book overnight accommodation and
conference facilities in College.

These rights and privileges are subject to periodic review.
4. Obligations of College Research Associates

As well as enjoying the social side of College life, CRAs will be expected to contribute to the intellectual life of the
College by, for instance:

- Engaging with the College’s Early Career Researchers Programme
Engaging with a College Research Networks

- Attending events relevant to your field of research

- Joining committees and societies, both social and educational

- Giving and attending Lectures and Seminars

- Engaging with students/signing up to the Graduate Mentoring Scheme
- Offering a talk or workshop session for the WolfWorks programme

- Assisting with the annual Wolfson Research Event



https://www.wolfson.cam.ac.uk/about/our-college
https://www.wolfson.cam.ac.uk/whats/interdisciplinary-research-hubs
https://www.cam.ac.uk/about-the-university/term-dates-and-calendars
https://www.wolfson.cam.ac.uk/early-career-researchers-programme
https://www.wolfson.cam.ac.uk/whats/interdisciplinary-research-hubs
https://www.wolfson.cam.ac.uk/whats-on
http://www.wolfson.cam.ac.uk/graduate-mentoring
https://www.wolfson.cam.ac.uk/current-students/support/academic/wolfworks
https://www.wolfson.cam.ac.uk/wre

5. Applications

Applications should be submitted using the link provided on the website. For any further information, please
email the Registrar, Mrs Michelle Searle, registrar@wolfson.cam.ac.uk.

A complete application will comprise:

e A completed application form, which includes a statement as to why CRA status is sought (500 words
maximum) and statement of present and future research (1000 words or one-page maximum)

¢ A concise two-page Curriculum Vitae, including most important publications
¢ One academic reference from an individual familiar with the applicant’s recent research and other activities*
Please ensure the name of your Funding body/Fellowship and its starting/ending dates are clearly detailed.

*Your Referee will be asked for a reference automatically using the online system. Posted references will not be
accepted.

6. Acknowledgement
Confirmation of a completed application and reference will be acknowledged by the online system.

7. Timetable for Competition

15 June 2026 Competition opens

24 July 2026 12:00pm - closing date for receipt of applications and references

7 September 2026 Decision on proposed successful candidates by panel

14 September 2026 Final candidates circulated to Fellowship & Membership Committee for approval
18 September 2026 Final candidates to be informed of F&M Committee’s decision and confirmation

letters and further details to successful candidates for 1 October 2026 or
1 January 2027 start date

*Note: A current email address is essential, and applicants should ensure that the Registrar is informed if
this address is likely to change during the application process.
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	College Research Associates - Annual Competition 2026
	Further Particulars

