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The Brief 

`v•	Outline options to increase 
accommodation by 2030 

•	Explore options to expand the 
accommodation further in the 
future.

•	Explore opportunities to 
improve facilities.



Objectives

Prioritize Wolfson experience

•	 Allow the College to realize its ambition to 
offer more student places

•	Protect and enhance students’ social and 
cultural experience

•	To maintain world-class status for 
academics, students, fellows and alumni. 

Enable effective stewardship of the 
campus 

•	To maximize every square metre of the site 
and not throw away any area for short term 
gains. 

•	Define development opportunities and 
alterations to existing assets of the College

•	Establish a strategic masterplan and vision 
that would allow the college to develop 
individual projects in an incremental, 
sustainable and controlled manner

•	Define opportunities to align masterplan with 
sustainability vision 
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01 - Project Timeline 
June SeptemberJuly August

 SKETCHBOOK 1
Vision Workshop

SKETCHBOOK 2
Strategies & 

Opportunities

SKETCHBOOK 3 
Testing Principles

SKETCHBOOK 4
Masterplan Vision

Briefing 
Workshops

MAY SEPTEMBER

Site Analysis Design 
Sketchbooks

Testing of 
Strategies

Developed 
preferred option

Detailed 
Accommodation 

Analysis 
Capacity Testing 

Governing Body 
Presentation & 

compiled documents 
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Identity 
Values? 

Traditions? 

One community 
Non-hierarchical
Non-conventional
Mutually supportive
Diverse & inclusive
Engaging all 
Less precious 
Sustainable  
Unique

Campus as home
Inclusive to all

Social spaces open to all
No high table

Single bar
Communal dining

Can walk on the grass
Engaged fellows

Howler and Bops!
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Accommodation by type

Ground floor First floor Second floor

Type 1 - single shared room

Type 2 - small ensuite room

Type 3 - standard ensuite

Type 4 - large ensuite

Type 5 - double studio room

Type 6 - couple studio flat

Type 7 - family flat

where is it located on site?
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FOLLOWING PHASE -3D MASSING 
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UNDERUSED GARDENS

POTENTIAL CAPACITY DRIVERS:

1.  CONSIDER BENEFITS OF REMOVAL OF  
  WILLIAMS AND MORRISON HOUSES 

2. UTILISE AND GIVE FRONTAGE TO  
  THE ENTRANCE ROAD AND  
  BARTON ROAD 

3.  CONSIDER HOW RELATIONSHIP   
  TO FUCHS HOUSE CAN BE IMPROVED
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CONNECTION TO 
SOUTH

AREA #5POTENTIAL CAPACITY DRIVERS

1. PRIME REDEVELOPMENT AREA

2. CONSIDER REMOVAL OF TENNIS COURT

3. CHARACTER AND USE OF PLOMMER 
HOUSE TO BE IDENTIFIED 

4. FUTURE REMOVAL OF PLOMMER HOUSE 
TO BE CONSIDERED  

5. SENSITIVITY OF BETTY WU LEE GARDEN 
TO BE CONFIRMED 

6. UTILISATION OF LEE HALL TO BE 
CONSIDERED 

7. FUTURE REMOVAL OF LEE HALL TO BE 
CONSIDERED 

8. ENTRANCE EXPERIENCE AND 
RELATIONSHIP TO THE SOUTHERN SITE 
TO BE ENHANCED 
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UNDERUSED GARDENS

UNDERUSED GARDENS

LIMITED GARDENSPACE

TPO
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TPO

TPO TPO
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POTENTIAL CAPACITY DRIVERS:

1. IDENTIFY USE, APPROACH AND CLEAR 
IDENTITY OF FUCHS HOUSE 

2. IDENTIFY USE OF CHANCELLOR’S 
CENTRE

3. CONFIRM BEST LOCATION FOR FAMILY 
FLATS 

4. IDEALLY RELOCATE PARKING AND ROAD

5. CONSIDER POTENTIAL STREET 
ACCESS(NOTE ADD 3 ENTRANCES)
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ENABLING STRATEGY 

STRATEGY:
-REMOVAL OF ACCESS ROAD 

-USE OF EXISTING ENTRANCE AND 
CONSOLIDATION OF PARKING TO WESTERN 
PERIMETER 

OBJECTIVES:
- REMOVE ROAD SPLITTING THE SITE 

- ALLOWS FOR NORTH SOUTH CONNECTION 
TO FUCHS HOUES 

-ENHANCES EAST/ WEST PEDESTRIAN LINK 

-IMPROVES NORTHERN BOUNDARY 
EXPERIENCE FOR STUDENTS IN BLOCKS S T V 

-REMOVES TRANSPORT VISUAL CLUTTER 

- POTENTIAL TO ENHANCE LANDSCAPE AT 
ACCESS ROAD

-UNLOCKS DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL 
ADJACENT ACCESS ROAD  

-OPPORTUNITY TO IMPROVE ENTRANCE 
SEQUENCE 

- CREATES APPROACH TO FUCHS AND 
CHANCELLORS CENTRE FRONTS 

- DEFINES USE AND OPENS UP MORRISON 
AND WILLIAMS HOUSE LANDSCAPE 

- LOW COST WITH MAJOR BENEFITS TO 
CAMPUS EXPERIENCE 
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OBJECTIVES:  
• MAXIMISE CAPACITY POTENTIAL OF THE 

SITE 

• REMOVE DETRIMENTAL LOW QUALITY 
BLOCKS 

• IMPROVE WESTERN FIELD CONNECTION 
WITH CENTRAL CAMPUS 

• IMPROVE PHYSICAL AND VISUAL 
CONNECTION BETWEEN LANDSCAPE 
GARDENS 

• ENHANCED ACTIVATION OF LANDSCAPE 

• PROMOTE INTERCONNECTED COURTYARD 
LANDSCAPE LANGUAGE 

• CREATES STRONG VISUAL LINK TO FUCHS 
HOUSE

CONSIDERATIONS:
• DEMOLITION OF EXISTING 
• INTERFACE WITH EXITING BLOCKS 
• REMOVAL OF TREES
• POTENTIALLY DISRUPTIVE TO EXISTING 

STUDENT ROOMS 

FOLLOWING PHASES - WESTERN FIELD BLOCK MASSING 
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EXISTING CAMPUS  
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PROPOSED CAMPUS  
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EXISTING AND PROPOSED DIAGRAMMATIC CAMPUS PLANS

EXISTING PROPOSED 
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1.	EAST WEST LANDSCAPE 
ROUTE

2.	OPENING UP AND 
CONNECTING UNDERUSED 
GARDENS

3.	CONSOLIDATED PARKING 
AT WESTERN EDGE 

4.	UNIVERSITY GATE 

5.	LIBRARY GARDEN 

CREATING A PEDESTRIAN LANDSCAPE 

1

2

3
5

4
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OPEN AND CONNECTED UNDERUSED GARDENS 
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OPEN AND CONNECTED UNDERUSED GARDENS EAST WEST LANDSCAPE ROUTE 
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RETAINING AND PROTECTING MATURE LANDSCAPE 

EXISTING 

SITE ELEVATION 

PROPOSED 

Fuchs House North-South 
Connection

Entrance 
Street

Block 1&2

CarparkDrop-o� Area

Block 3&4
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DISTINCT LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ZONES 
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Still 
needs some 

work 
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PRESENCE AND FRONTAGE 

EXISTING - UNCLEAR THRESHOLD PROPOSED - DEFINED THRESHOLD 

Front door

?

?

?

???

•	 DISTINCT ARRIVAL AREA AND CHARACTER
•	 ENHANCED EXISTING ENTRANCE VISTA 
•	 SIMPLE AND CLEAR POINT OF ARRIVAL 
•	 SEPARATION OF VISITORS AND STUDENTS AT THE 

PERIMETER 
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SHOWCASE WOLFSON’S ASPIRATION 

LECTURES & EVENTS

SUSTAINABILITY 

SPORTS & RECREATION

ACADEMIC LEARNING

NATURAL SETTING  

COMMUNITY
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STORAGE AND MAINTENANCE AREAS POSITIONED TO THE PERIMETER 
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EXISTING PROPOSED 

SOCIAL AREA

LEARNING AREA

STUDENT SUPPORT

•	 EXISTING STUDENT LEARNING SPACES DISTRIBUTED 
ACROSS THE SITE IN SOME UNSUITABLE SPACES

•	 PRIVATE SUPPORT SPACES ARE POSITIONED IN HIGHLY 
VISIBLE AREAS OF THE HISTORIC CORE 

•	 LEARNING SPACES CONSOLIDATED IN HISTORIC CORE 
AND SUPPORTED BY ENHANCED SOCIAL SPACES 

•	 KEY PRIVATE STUDENT SUPPORT SPACES (E.G. NURSE) 
POSITIONED AT THE PERIMETER OF THE SITE 

SOCIAL AND LEARNING SPACES CONSOLIDATED AT THE HEART OF CAMPUS 
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COMPLIMENTED BY COMMUNAL SPACES 

EXISTING PROPOSED 

SOCIAL AREA

COMMUNAL AREAS 

LEARNING AREA

STUDENT 
SUPPORT

•	 EXISTING COMMUNAL FACILITIES DISTRIBUTED ACROSS 
THE SITE AND UNDERUTILISED DUE TO POOR VISIBILITY

•	 POOR CONNECTION WITH SURROUNDING LANDSCAPE 
AREAS 

•	 COMMUNAL SPACES INTEGRATED INTO THE NEW 
BLOCKS FREEING UP SPACE IN THE EXISTING 
BUILDINGS. 

•	 COMMUNAL SPACES ORGANISED ADJACENT PRIMARY 
CIRCULATION ROUTES TO ENSURE VISIBILITY 
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COMMUNAL FACILITIES USED TO ACTIVATE LANDSCAPE AREAS
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First floor

Basement Ground floor

ACCOMMODATION
SPACES

SOCIAL & MULTI 
FUNCTIONAL SPACES

BOH COMMUNAL
STUDY SPACES

STAFF AND SUPPORT 
SPACES

accommodation

sanitary

kitchen

social and 
multifunctional 
spaces

storage & plant

maintenance, gardening, 
housekeeping

general communal 
study spaces

library & archive

alumni & development

tutorial spaces

IT

catering

administration  & 
finance

Second floor

PROPOSED CAPACITY OF THE SITE 
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Sustainability 
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Translating the sustainability goals
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Opportunity: Doing less bad isn’t good enough

BBlloooommbbeerrgg  bbuuiillddiinngg  
Achieved BREEAM 'Outstanding', with a 9988..55%%  

ssccoorree. This is the highest design-stage score 
ever achieved by any major office development.
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- Minimise demolition and maximise re-use of existing assets

- Retro-fit existing building stock to minimise energy use

- Set minimum whole-life carbon targets for all new buildings

- Maximise on-site renewables

- Consider on-site ambient temperature loop/ energy centre

- Consider an existing or bespoke carbon management 

framework

Opportunity: Net zero carbon campus
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Opportunity: Net positive biodiversity

- Habitat creation
- Native species planting
- Climate adaptation and onsite water harvesting
- Planting trees
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Opportunity: Biophilia +  health & wellbeing

- Internal and external environments that promote long term 
physical and metal health 

- Active and inclusive environments 
- Opportunities to encourage being physical active 
- Healthy foods and growing your own
- Biophilic design and wellbeing interiors 
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- Maximise adaptive re-use
- Maximise material re-use
- Minimise embodied and operational carbon 
- Zero construction waste
- Design for deconstruction and future flexibility

Opportunity: Circular design & procurement



89

UNIQUE TO WOLFSON 


