English Tripos – Offer Holders’ Reading Lists 

The first Tripos period paper that you will be studying in Michaelmas Term is English Literature and its Contexts, 1300-1550. The Faculty of English shall prescribe Medieval texts for special study, and passages shall be set from them for translation or comment, or both. You should certainly aim to purchase the following key texts before term starts:

· Complete Chaucer (Riverside)

· Gawain and the Green Knight (either ed. by Tolkein and Gordon, or included in Poems of Pearl MS, ed. Andrew and Walton)

· Malory, Works (Oxford)

· Langland, Piers Plowman (ed. Schmidt)

· Boethius, Consolation of Philosophy (Penguin)

An authorised version of the Bible is also vital; Cruden’s Concordance to the Old and New Testaments another boon. Your supervisor for this paper will write to you with more specific suggestions in due course, but I’d strongly recommend your undertaking the following preliminary reading, as it will give you more choice and ability to manoeuvre over the term:

· Boethius, Consolation of Philosophy
· Chaucer, Book of the Duchess, Parliament of Fowls, Troilus and Criseyde, and as much of the Canterbury Tales as possible. 

· Malory, last two books of Morte Arthur
· Langland, Piers Plowman (in translation at speed)

The list below contains further suggestions for any preparatory reading you might wish to tackle over the next month prior to arrival at Cambridge. Don’t be daunted by its length and range; it’s merely a gathering of texts from which to makes selections, and your own experience will determine the nature of any personal gaps in knowledge. The Cambridge Tripos is intensive and there is limited time to gain familiarity with the longer books included here, but think of the list as an ongoing primer. Indeed, most of the materials in section four will be formally studied at some point over the first two years. And don’t be alarmed if you can’t immediately respond to a particular text – just move onto something else. In each instance a good annotated version is preferable.

1. The Classical Inheritance

· Homer, Illiad, Odyssey
· Aeschylus, Orestia
· Euripides, Bacchae, Medea, Electra
· Sophocles, The Theban Plays - Oedipus the King, Antigone, Oedipus at Colonus

· Virgil, Aeneid
· Ovid, Metamorphosis

· Plato, Republic

2.  The Bible 

· Genesis

· Exodus

· Song of Songs

· Gospels

· Epistle to the Romans

· Revelation

3. The European Tradition. 

· St Augustine, Confessions
· Dante, Divine Comedy
· de Lorris and de Meun, Romance of the Rose 

· Montaigne, Essays
· Castiglione, The Courtier
· Macchiavelli, The Prince

· Descartes, Discourse on Method

· Freud, Interpretation of Dreams

· Marx, Capital

· Goethe, Faust

· Tolstoy, Anna Karenina

· Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment

· Flaubert, Madame Bovary

· Chekhov, The Seagull, Uncle Vanya, Three Sisters, The Cherry Orchard

· Ibsen, A Doll’s House, Hedda Gabler, Peer Gynt

4. Key texts in English

· Sidney, Arcadia
· Spenser, The Fairie Queen (ed. Hamilton)

· Marlowe, Tamburlaine the Great, Dr Faustus 

· Shakespeare, the tragedies and histories in particular

· Jonson, Volpone, The Alchemist, Bartholomew Fair
· Milton, Paradise Lost
· Donne, Collected Verse
· Sterne, Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy
· Pope, Dunciad
· Fielding, Joseph Andrews
· Gay, Beggar’s Opera
· Austen, Emma, Northanger Abbey 

· Wordsworth and Coleridge, Lyrical Ballads
· Wordsworth, The Prelude
· Byron, Collected Poetry
· Shelley, Collected Poetry
· Keats, Collected Poetry
· Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre
· Emily Bronte, Wuthering Heights
· Dickens, Great Expectations, Bleak House, Hard Times
· George Eliot, Middlemarch
· Tennyson, In Memoriam
· James, Portrait of a Lady
· Hardy, Tess of the D’Urbervilles
· Conrad, Heart of Darkness
· T.S. Eliot, Collected Poetry

· Pound, Cantos

· Lawrence, Women in Love
· Joyce, Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, Ulysses
· Woolf, Mrs Dalloway, To the Lighthouse
5. Critical and Theoretical Reading

· Aristotle, Poetics, Art of Rhetoric
· Horace, Art of Poetry
· Sidney, Defence of Poetry
· Samuel Johnson, Preface to Shakespeare
· Matthew Arnold, Essays in Criticism
· T.S. Eliot, Selected Essays
· Pound, ABC of Reading
· Cassirer, Hardison and Kerrane, Classical and Medieval Literary Criticism
· Leavis, Common Pursuit
· Lodge, Twentieth Century Literary Criticism
· Eagleton, Literary Theory
